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The Art of Noise
KLSU and Legacy join forces to tell you about the

10 best local artists.

I’m Gonna Getcha,
I’ll Getcha

One way or another, local bounty hunters will find you.

25

things you should do before you turn 25.

Good Vibrations

Let’s talk about sex, baby. And ways to shake it up.
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It’s not too late. Try these 25 things
before you reach a quarter of a century.

How some students navigate
college without parents.

Read about it in Legacy.
Listen to it on KLSU.

What happens when boy meets girl …
and girl meets boy, boy.
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BY CHELSEA BRASTED & JAKE CLAPP

son, a music industry freshman at Loyola University in New Orleans.
“My father played guitar, and my grandfather
was an opera conductor,” Andersson explains. “I
was less than a year old, and I would sit on the
ground and bang on my dad’s guitars, so Mom

ecently, Baton Rouge has witnessed a rising tide
of homegrown musical talent.
For years, the
capital has been passed over in light of
Departments
its cooler, older sister city, New Orleans, which boasts
a wealth of cultural
history. Facts: Stranger things Have Happened
old.”
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the Crescent City
and the ‘bout
surrounding
“I started getting into electronic music in
these
days
… are
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than ever before.
areas, the indieKids
music
scene
in South
Louisiana
2006, which was kind of the main comeback of
found its voice, able to stand toe-to-toe with whatever
music in the mainstream world,” said
Son of a Gun Gonna Have Big Fun onelectronic
the Bayou
is thrown against it.
Some restaurants are serving up crawfish in fresh ways.
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Random Facts:

COMPILED BY CATIE VOGELS

Point Pleasant, La., is the home of the smallest church in the
world: Chapel of the Madonna. The church is 8’ x 8’ and holds
five chairs. It hosts only one mass per year.

In New Orleans, La., it is illegal to throw condoms or other sexual
paraphernalia from a Mardi Gras float.
Illustrations by Olivia Hartzog
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The Abita Mystery House in Abita Springs, La., is considered to
be Louisiana’s most eccentric attraction and contains over 50,000
objects. Also known as the UCM Museum, it houses everything from
paint-by-the-number art and bottle caps to combs and barbed wire.

In Sulphur, La., it is illegal to be an alcoholic.

In Port Allen, La., it is illegal for more than two picketers to be on a
sidewalk and must have a minimum of five feet between them.
The Bonnie and Clyde Ambush Museum is located in Gibsland,
La. The museum is on the spot where the famous duo supposedly
had their last meal.
It is illegal in Louisiana to instruct a pizza delivery man to
deliver a pizza to an unknowing friend with a fine up to $500
and/or imprisonment up to six months.

Rayne, La., is considered to be the Frog Capital of the World, and
they host an annual Frog Festival.

Read about it in Legacy!
Listen to it on KLSU!
Download free music

from the featured artists in this
issue and five more local bands.

www.lsulegacymag.com and
www.klsuradio.fm for details.

Visit
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BY MATTHEW JACOBS

oday’s generation of college students is
lazy, immoral and too glued to technology for its own good.

T

“Millennials are on course to become the
most educated generation in American history,” Pew’s report says.

Or at least that’s what your parents want you
to believe.

The study shows the percentage of 18 to
24-year-olds attending college is at an alltime high, a remarkable fact for a generation
more frequently associated with iPhones,
Facebook and “Jersey Shore” than academics.

According to a recent in-depth study by
Pew Research Center, however, teens and
twenty-somethings have begun to formulate
their own generational bearings — ones
that differ greatly from the one-dimensional
views assigned to them by old-fashioned baby
boomers.
Today’s young adults — better known as the
Millennial generation, which comprises anyone born after 1980, according to Pew
— are statistically more accepting,
open to change and self-expressive.
Oh, and they’re quickly becoming
smarter, too.

Look at the adjectives Pew selected to mold
the title of its findings: “Millennials: Confident. Connected. Open to Change.”
Babies of the past 30 years have grown into
more socially adept adults because of the
wider array of technology and the more
progressive political attitudes that dominate
today’s youth. Millennials are inventing new
ways to communicate (guess which generation Facebook founder Mark Zuckerburg
belongs to) and ushering society into an era
in which tolerance and optimism are at the
forefront.
Perhaps this optimism is also what’s bringing
young adults to the polls more often.
The gap between younger voters and older
ones (age 30 and higher) is at its smallest
since 1972, the first year 18-year-olds were

Photo illustration by Bowei Wang
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granted the right to vote. According to Pew,
the percentage of young adults who turned
out to vote in the 2000 presidential election
was a mediocre 40. It jumped to 49 percent
in the 2004 election. In 2008, it was 51
percent.
If the trajectory continues, just imagine what
young-voter turnout will look like by the
time a new president is in control of the Oval
Office.
Still think “American Idol” is the only voting
opportunity young adults care about?

The generation is also blessed with a benevolence that older ones lack. The racial problems that afflict generations of yore are far
removed from the radars of today’s accepting
youth, and a lot of that can be attributed to
the wider, more fast-paced cultural exposure granted to adolescents via TV and the
Internet.
So why don’t Millennials issue older generations a unanimous reality check?
Today’s emerging business leaders, teachers,
engineers and countless other professionals

“Millennials are inventing new ways to
communicate ... and ushering society into an era in
which tolerance and optimism are at the forefront.”
Think again.
In fact, nearly the same number of Millennials say they vote for “Idol” (20 percent) as
Gen Xers and Baby Boomers do (18 percent).
The reason for the slight disparity? It’s probably because Millennials know how to work
phones better.
Say what you will about today’s youth,
but one thing our generation will never be
plagued with is an inability to keep up with
the times. Technology and media are evolving
more rapidly today than they were 40 years
ago, conditioning adolescents to think more
progressively than their older counterparts.
It seems, therefore, that individuals born
after 1980 won’t have to suffer from the
lag in modern-day thinking that beleaguers
technologically inept adults.

— all of whom will be able to incorporate
the Internet more effectively than any other
generation — can shake their heads at
the antiquated doctrines that equate youthfulness with belligerence.
What our generation can provide is exactly
what society needs: an attitude adjustment.
Regardless of positions on any political spectrum, Millennials’ openness to change and
advancement is their single greatest attribute.
Millennials can eradicate the innate racism
and stereotyping that have become staples of
older twentieth-century generations and use
their new outlooks to encourage bipartisanship.
It’s time for change, and it doesn’t have to
come from any particular political leaders.
It can come from us.
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Son of a Gun
Gonna Have Big Fun
on the Bayou
BY KATIE MACDONALD

Around the country they’re known as crayfish, crawdads or mudbugs, but in Baton Rouge we just call them delicious.
Much like the rest of South Louisiana, springtime is crawfish time in Baton Rouge — and local eateries are taking note.
However, restaurants around the city are diverging from the popular boiled crawfish to less traditional dishes. From
ravioli to sushi, Baton Rouge restaurants are putting innovative twists on one of our favorite freshwater crustaceans.

Tsunami
A popular downtown staple, Tsunami has served high quality
sushi and Asian cuisine to the Baton Rouge community for
more than five years.
Crawfish dish: Despite its seafood status, crawfish is not normally associated with sushi. However, Tsunami has created a
roll that combines two of the world’s greatest meals. Filled with
sautéed crawfish, avocado, a spicy sauce and sprinkled with
sesame seeds, the John Breaux roll is the perfect combination
of Cajun and Asian cuisine. One roll is $8.
Location: Tsunami is located on the sixth floor of the Shaw
Center of the Arts in downtown Baton Rouge from 11 a.m. to
10 p.m. on Tuesday though Thursday, and 11 a.m. to 11 p.m.
Friday and Saturday.

All Star Catering Mobile Kitchen
While primarily a catering company, All Star Catering has
jumped on the food truck bandwagon with its own Mobile
Kitchen. Today, this food truck delivers top-notch seafood and
Cajun fare across Baton Rouge daily.
Crawfish dish: While its poboys and crawfish pies are popular,
it’s All Star’s crawfish ravioli that has people lining down the
block. The ricotta stuffed ravioli covered in alfredo and crawfish
is the restaurant’s signature dish and is a steal at only $7.
Photography by Tabitha Austin
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How to follow: All Star Catering’s Mobile Kitchen releases its
location through its Facebook page and its website at
www.allstarcateringllc.com.

LA Boilers
LA Boilers is not your typical seafood restaurant. Equipped with
a drive thru window and a large patio, many patrons simply meander outside to enjoy their freshly boiled seafood.
Crawfish dish: LA Boilers keeps their menu simple with three
seafood options: crabs and crawfish seasonally, and shrimp year
round. All crawfish are available live or boiled at market price
throughout the season, which extends from Mardi Gras to Independence Day.
Location: In addition to their storefront at 2741 O’Neal Lane,
LA Boilers’ newest location is between Bluebonnet Boulevard and
Essen Lane at 9085 Perkins Road. LA Boilers is open 10:00 a.m.
to 7:30 p.m. Sunday - Thursday and 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Friday - Saturday.

Boutin’s Restaurant
Boutin’s combination of quality Cajun food and fun
atmosphere has made it a popular destination for the past
10 years.
Crawfish dish: In addition to beloved favorites such as
crawfish etoufeé and fried crawfish tails, Boutin’s menu
includes the less traditional crawfish wontons and crawfish
enchiladas. The wontons, a combination of crawfish,
jalapeno, pepper jack and parmesan cheese, all wrapped in
wonton skin and covered in a plumb ginger sauce, are served
as an appetizer for only $7. For the enchiladas, Boutin’s
combines the Holy Trinity of Cajun cooking (onions, bell
peppers and garlic) with crawfish, cheese, jalapenos and a
cumin mornay sauce. The entree is $13.
Location: Boutin’s Restautant is located at 8322 Bluebonnet
Blvd. and is open 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 5 p.m. to 10 p.m.
on Monday - Friday, 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. on Saturday, and
11 a.m. to 9 p.m. on Sunday.

Tony’s Seafood Market
With fresh seafood and authentic Cajun dishes, Tony’s Seafood Market
remains one of Baton Rouge’s most popular seafood destinations.
Crawfish dish: Tony’s is best known for its fresh seafood, particularly its
boiled crawfish. Because it values both its customers and its fishermen,
Tony’s Seafood Market does its best to provide quality crawfish while
keeping its prices at fair market value. While boiled crawfish is available
seasonally, Tony’s other popular crawfish dishes are available year round. The
Catfish Tony, a catfish topped with crawfish etoufeé, is a favorite at $8.49.
Likewise, the crawfish boudin is another popular item at $4.99 per pound.
Location: Tony’s Seafood is located at 5215 Plank Road, near I-110 and the
Evangeline Street exit and is open from 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Monday - Thursday, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Friday - Saturday, and 8 a.m. to 7 p.m.
on Sunday.
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fter working years in retail, Crystal Berthelot felt she needed more from her job —
something different, something daring, something satisfying.
And that’s what she found as a Pure Romance consultant.
At age 20, she retired from fixing cellular phones to fix women’s sex lives.
“I don’t work for Pure Romance,” she said. “I work with Pure Romance.”
Pure Romance is an in-home party company that sells a sophisticated line of various relationship
aids, Berthelot explained. The line includes everything from shower gels, lip glosses and perfumes
to a number of bedroom accessories and sex toys.
Berthelot, an education junior dual-enrolled at the University and at Southeastern Louisiana
University, is one of 40,000 independent Pure Romance sales consultants throughout the United
States, Canada, Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands, according to the website.
But no two saleswomen are the same.
Berthelot sets her own rules, her own schedule and her own party atmosphere.
It all started when Berthelot attended a friend’s Pure Romance Bachelorette party.
“I worked in retail since high school but always felt like I wasn’t being worked to my potential. I
always felt like there was more I could do,” she said. “I started thinking about Pure Romance when
my friend mentioned it to me, and I just kind of jumped in.”
She was only 18.
“I thought no one would buy from me,” she said. “I waited until I had the money built up and
saved away so I could go in without debt. When I finally decided to do it, I was so happy. “
Berthelot signed up as an independent consultant in January.
“I bought a large start-up kit, and I did my first party the next week,” she said.
Her start-up kit included training materials, items to demonstrate and product to sell. She said
though it was expensive, she preferred to buy the largest kit so she could have product on hand for
her first party.
“After the first two parties, I made back the starter kit,” she said.

all about educating women
“ It’s
about their bodies. It’s discussing
things that are safe and things
that aren’t safe.

”
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SEX SELLS
Berthelot soon realized the parties produced two things – pleasure
and profit.
“I buy the product at a discounted rate, I pay the taxes, I pay the
shipping and then once I get the product, I sell it at full price and
take all of the profit,” she explained.
She sells her product by hosting parties on a weekly basis for
groups of up to 30 people.
“I hardly ever do parties during the week,” she said. “They are
usually on a Friday, Saturday and Sunday.”
Berthelot said the parties range from girl’s night out to bachelorette parties.
“It’s free to book the party, and you get hostess rewards, which is a
free gift based on how much I get,” she said. “For example, if I make
$500, you would get $50 in free product.”
Berthelot said all of her money comes from the sales, and she can
expect to make about $100 per guest.
“I get enough money to pay my bills and live my life,” she said.
“And I have extra money.”
This extra cash has gone toward the hiring of a personal assistant,
Berthelot said.
“She is present at parties, and she takes inventory for me — I hate
doing that,” Berthelot said. “Having her there makes it easier for me
to focus on the guests.”
Her assistant, who is not affiliated with Pure Romance, helps with
the order information and clerical work. She also helps Berthelot
prepare for parties each week.

PARTY FOREPLAY
Berthelot said being a consultant has taught her a lesson in marketing,
as she is required to get the word out about her business.
“I make it rain with my cards,” she joked.
Creating Facebook fan pages, posting fliers at local businesses and
distributing business cards are just a few ways Berthelot attracts new
customers each week.
Once a hostess calls to make an appointment, she books the date
and begins preparation.
Berthelot said it is important to have a strong line of communication between the consultant and the hostess to ensure the party
goes smoothly.
“Before the party, we make everyone a folder,” she said. “The
folders add to the personal experience, and guests can leave with
something tangible.”
Each folder, which is usually pink or red, is equipped with an order
form, a business card, hostess information, a pen and of course, the
Pure Romance catalog.
The catalog is 47 pages of merchandise and the Pandora’s box of
“fun” parties.

helps them have
“ It
a better bedroom
life — whether it’s
by themselves or
with a partner.

”

THE MAIN EVENT
The party atmosphere is lax, playful and filled with estrogen. The
guests sit around and chat while Berthelot sets up her merchandise
on a table in front of the crowd.
Berthelot reaches into a hot pink plastic bin and begins to pull out
objects at random, placing the tamer items in front and x-rated toys
near the back. The set-up follows Berthelot’s presentation.
She starts out by introducing herself to the women and explaining
what the party scene will be.
“First, let’s set some ground rules,” she said, as she pulled out a
marker and wrote ‘Rules’ on a large piece of white poster board.
The women laughed as they brainstormed and announced rules
like “don’t say the word ‘moist’” and “don’t punch anyone in the face.”
After the rules, Berthelot instructed everyone to open their catalogs
to page one. She also advised the guests to ask questions.
“It’s all about educating women about their bodies. It’s discussing
things that are safe and things that aren’t safe,” she said. “It helps
them have a better bedroom life — whether it’s by themselves or
with a partner.”
The first few pages appeared to be from a standard beauty supply
magazine – lip gloss, creams, body washes. The items were flavored,
scented and even pheromone induced.
As Berthelot spoke, the items were passed around the room. The girls
tested the products on their hands and wrists, sniffing the application
or licking it off. The products circulated, and the aroma of sweet candy
filled the air.
The crowd was comfortable, and women raved about products
they had tried before.
After the group flipped through the first part of the magazine and
after everyone was doused in sexy scents, Berthelot announced the
first break.
“I do a presentation set, take a break — I’ll go somewhere private

Illustrations by Olivia Hartzog
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“It’s not how much money
I make, it’s that I made
somebody’s life better.”

and take questions — then I do the other part, and I take more
questions in the order room,” she said.
Berthelot said the guests have the opportunity to ask her questions
they didn’t feel comfortable asking in front of the other guests.
“At every party I go to, I have at least four or five private questions,”
she said. “There are certain things that people want to be discrete
about, so it works great. They can feel comfortable with me, and it
helps sales.”
When 10 to 20 minutes pass, Berthelot enters the room again.
The women anxiously open their booklets, scanning the items on
the page.
The next section sends good vibrations through the audience.
Berthelot demonstrates the toys as she highlights the various
types Pure Romance offers. They vary in size and shape, with
comical names like “7th Heaven” for a toy with seven settings and
“Nectar Connector” for a multi-speed, fluttering gadget shaped like
a hummingbird.
She passes a few demonstration toys around the room, and the
women laugh as the toys vibrate in their hands. Exclamations like
“whoa!” and “how do you turn this on?” can be heard simultaneously
from different corners of the room.
The next group is a multi-colored spread of realistic phallic toys.
Battery-Operated Boyfriend, or B.O.B., seems to be a crowd
favorite as it thrusts around the room. The guests fidget with the
settings, making it move faster and slower as their eyes widen.
More toys make their rounds, as Berthelot details the tantalizing technology.

THE CLIMAX
The final pages of the catalog are filled with naughty games,
bondage supplies and outfits.
Once Berthelot finishes her presentation, she tells the women it
is time for questions and for shopping.
The room silences as the guests look through the inventory, circling
items and calculating their total prices on the back of the catalogs.
Berthelot enters a separate room to keep the sales confidential.
“I take everyone in to private room, do the order, and they get a
bag you can’t see through,” she said.
“What I usually say is ‘If you wanna pull it out and show it to
everyone you can, but don’t feel like you have to. You are under no
obligation to say what you bought.’”
Berthelot said making the guests comfortable and happy is her
No. 1 rule.
“It’s not about just pitching products — it’s finding solutions for
the customer and the person because customer A is different from
customer B,” she said.
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Berthelot said women need to be satisfied,
and it is her responsibility to educate and empower them.
“It’s a great learning experience,” she laughed.
“You will learn things about your body that
you never knew existed.”
For the aspiring school teacher, the education
aspect of Pure Romance is her favorite but also
the most challenging.
“Educating kids is great, but educating adults
is very different,” she said. “You have to get past
the age barrier; you have to prove yourself.”
Berthelot said one of the hurtles she faces is
convincing adults to believe her despite her age.
But she is not alone, said Genine Fallon, senior
director of public relations at Pure Romance.
“We actually have a large majority of younger
consultants,” Fallon said. “It’s really a mix of
ages, but I would probably say about 25 percent
are of younger age.”
Fallon said this generation is taking responsibility for sexuality, contrary to the women
before them. She said being introduced to
Pure Romance when a woman is young is
beneficial, as the company provides information for women on their bodies before they
are involved in relationships.
“It may be a challenge at first, but Pure
Romance provides such a solid ground and
solid education on products that people will
get over age very quickly,” she said. “It’s not
just about sex toys; the sell of the product is
secondary to our mission of empowerment.”
Berthelot agreed, saying the customer’s enjoyment is more important than the success
of a party.
“It’s not how much money I make,” she said.
“It’s that I made somebody’s life better.”

Gifts and Curses

Legacy asks what is the best, worst or weirdest gift you’ve ever received.
I was 13.
“A tea set when
it would
It was nice, but
r ten years
have been bette
before.”

“I got a mustache
mug once. It
makes you look
like you have a
mustache when
you drink out of
it.”

psychology
Angelle Kerek,
freshman

Meghan Bilski,
architecture
freshman

“An ugly sweater for
my birthday. It had a
matching scarf.”

“A Ron Weasley doll
from my aunt. It
came with a trunk
you could put stuff
in. It was probably
worth $50.”

Stephanie Brewer,
finance senior

Fred Garrett, history
sophomore

“An LSU keychain for
Christmas from my
rich grandparents.”
Marshall Thompson,
kinesiology sophomore

Compiled and Photography by Emily Slack

“The best gift I
received
was my truck.”
Ashley Downing,
child
and family stud
ies senior
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nock, knock.

The loud thuds on the door startle you out of your chair. You
peek out the peephole to see who it is. A friend? The mailman?
The landlord?
All wrong.
It is a woman holding a manila file folder. She has a gun and
pink handcuffs on her waist. She means business.
She is a bounty hunter, and she has a warrant for your arrest.

“ We’ll go two deep in an area where

[police] won’t go six deep ... Where cops
are scared to go, we walk with thunder.

Bounty Hunting 101
Agents Jim and Laura*, a local married team employed by Perkins Bail
Bonds, have arrested more than 400 people in the past three years, and
they work on every aspect of a fugitive case.
“We’re detectives first, patrolmen, and then when it comes down to it,
we’re SWAT,” Jim said.
As bounty hunters, also known as bail enforcement agents or fugitive
recovery agents, they often take on missions police will not handle and
with smaller numbers. The largest team they have ever used is seven
people, and they often execute warrants with only two or three.
“We’ll go two deep in an area where [police] won’t go six deep. We go
in and get them every time,” Laura said.
Jim added, “Where cops are scared to go, we walk with thunder.”
Bounty hunters have nationwide authority, but this team uses common courtesy law, which involves telling the local law enforcement it is
entering the area to find a fugitive. Jim added that not all bounty hunters do this, but police can’t stop them or interfere, especially if they have
a fugitive in transport.
Laura noted they have no restrictions on time, date or location for
their arrests.
“I can take you out in a church on Sunday in the middle of a wedding,”
Laura said. “I like hitting you at odd hours, and you never know when
I’m going to show up.”
Since 80 percent of the warrants they get are for outstanding traffic
violations, they try to be courteous if possible, Jim said. Sometimes the
agents will help the fugitives get a new court date for certain circumstances or depending on the crime. Jim said they help those who forgot
their court date or hard workers who couldn’t get off work.
“For things like traffic tickets or domestic disagreements, we’ll try to
help you out and get a new date,” Jim said. “Things like spousal abuse,
sex crimes and crimes against cops, you’re going back to jail.”
Jim said they make 10 percent of the bond amount, so if they don’t
find the fugitives, they don’t get paid.

Basics of Bail Bonds
When someone is charged with a crime, bail money ensures that person will show up in court. A bail bondsman can put up a bail bond, a
loan, in return for a percentage of the total bail. Being out on bail is an
extension of the jail time.
The bail bond acts as insurance, guaranteeing the accused will show up
for his or her scheduled court appearance.
However, if the fugitive skips town on his
bail bond and does not appear in court, it
is the responsibility of the bail bondsman
to capture the fugitive in 180 days or fork
up the cash.
While some bondsmen choose to do
their own hunting, others pass it into the
hands of bounty hunters, which is legal in
two nations: the United States and the Republic of the Philippines.
Other countries consider bounty hunting to be kidnapping.

”

An Average Case
Jim said a case begins when a person is bonded out of jail and given a
court date. If they miss the court date, the bail bondsman will attempt to
make contact with the person. If they cannot contact the fugitive, they
begin the investigation.
“When a bondsman bonds someone out of jail, they get a laundry list
of information such as residences, the co-signer of the bond and relatives,”
Jim said. “We begin the investigation with that information as well as a
background check.”
Jim said they keep building information and keep searching until they
find the person and attempt to bring the fugitive in.
“That’s when we go to the doors and ask, ‘Is Joe Smith home?’ and
search the place even if they say no,” Jim said.
They continue to research until they find the person, arrest them and
bring them back to jail.

The Agents
Jim, who has bounty hunted for 13 years, said the trade is in his blood.
“In my family, you’re either an officer or a preacher,” he said.
During his first week bounty hunting at Perkins Bail Bond, he closed
17 cases, some of which were cold. Laura said she got into bounty hunting randomly four years ago, and the couple works it in around taking
care of their three children.
“I got called into the office one day, and they said I was really good at
[bounty hunting],” Laura said. “We do all of this between dropping off
kids and picking them up from school.”

Training
Although there is no state mandate for training, Jim requires the agents
who work with him to be trained. He often works with people who have
a background in police, security or military work.
Jim, who has participated in seven tactical schools, also trains people
who want to be agents, as well as police.
He trains them in entering, room clearing and searching techniques,
and also has them take a firearms class. Also, to work as a bounty hunter,
they must be certified bail bondsman, so they are required to take that
class as well.
“I take them on runs. First, I put them at the back door to get an idea
of how we work, and then I take them on a run and they do entry with
me,” Jim said.

Equipment/Wardrobe
In Louisiana, agents are required to wear
apparel identifying them as such. Although
a simple badge is considered identifiable
apparel, they like to have the words “Fugitive Recovery Agent” written on at least
two sides of them, such as their arms and
chests or backs.
Laura prefers to go into hunts without
lots of tactical gear, often with just her gun,
pink handcuffs and the file containing a
warrant and facts of the case, unless she
knows it will be a difficult or violent arrest.

Fugitive Recovery Agents demonstrate entrance techniques.
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Legality of Bounty Hunting
Bounty hunters portrayed on
television sometimes act lawlessly, but
real life hunters have to follow the law.
Cheney Joseph, Vice Chancellor
for Academic Affairs at the LSU Law
Center, has taught several criminal
law classes at the University and had
some insight on the legality of bounty
hunting.
Joseph said an arrest warrant is
necessary for a police officer to enter
an individual’s home, and a search
warrant is necessary if they are in the
home of a third party. The same rule
partially applies to bounty hunters.
According to the U.S. Supreme Court
case Taylor v. Taintor, bounty hunters
can enter the premises of the fugitive
and re-arrest them without a warrant.
This, however, can vary from state to
state depending on the local laws.
In the case, it was established that
the person into whose custody a
defendant accused of the crime is
remanded to as part of the defendant’s
bail (the bondsman) has sweeping
rights to recover that person.
Joseph noted that Louisiana Criminal
Code 349.1 deals with the issuance
of the arrest warrant. It states that if a
defendant fails to appear in court, “the
judge may, or shall on motion of the
prosecuting attorney, issue a warrant
for the arrest of the defendant.”

Photography by Grant Gutierrez

Jim also prefers to go in without too much gear. He bought his first bulletproof vest
in February.
When on runs, they try to operate like a police force and use two-way radios to
communicate, either with throat or ear mics. They also have access to the Internet to
run background checks. As for weapons, they carry a variety of items, including guns,
knives, pepper spray and tear gas, as well as several pairs of handcuffs.
“We carry anything we can get our hands on that will make the job easier,” Jim said.
“We also carry a lot less lethal things, like strobes and lights, to get control. I would
rather control the situation than hurt someone.”
The team also has a weapons canine, a Belgian shepherd named Nanook, who will
alert them if there is a weapon in the room and snatch it from the carrier.
Their transport vehicle, a silver Chevy
Uplander, is often surprising for those
they catch.
“Most people wouldn’t expect a soccer
mom to roll up and arrest you,” Jim said.
“We have a DVD player in there. We
have made people watch Veggie Tales
before.”

Notable Hunts
One of their largest cases was a fugitive
who had warrants for his arrest in seven
states. Jim and Laura, along with others,
A Fugitive Recovery Agent displays a card that
worked on the case for two months after
defines the legal limits for an officer.
other groups had been working on it for
six months to a year.
“We worked with the DEA, FBI and other groups, and we were the ones who took
him down in Amite La.,” Laura said.
Another notable event was when the team caught 17 people in the same day.
“They gave us a key to the jail and managed to do it during a DEA bust for the arrest
of a Hammond cop,” Jim said.
Another memorable case for Jim was when a fugitive was hiding under a porch
when the agents arrived to arrest him.
“I had to go in there after him and pulled him out, but I got bit by a black widow
spider while doing so,” Jim said.
Then, when they were searching for the fugitive’s brother, they found him hiding
between the foot of a bed and a closet with a blanket over him and a needle sticking
out of his arm.
“I was searching him and forgot to put my gloves on and got poked by a needle in
his back pocket,” Jim said.
Another case Jim remembers is of a man who had several warrants for his arrest in
multiple parishes. They found the fugitive when he was returning his mother’s food
stamp card to her.
The fugitive ran into the attic and refused to come out, so the team put tear gas in
the attic vent and caught him.
“It was a long case because he had so many warrants, but we brought him to justice,”
Jim said.

Dog the Bounty Hunter vs. Real Life
Most of the time, when people think of bounty hunters, they think of Duane Chapman, also known as Dog the Bounty Hunter. But Jim said what they portray on television is not how it actually happens.
“We call Dog a media clown,” Jim said. “The bounty hunting TV shows give our
profession a bad name.”
Jim says the TV show makes it seem like they get the case and find the fugitive
on the same day every time, which is unrealistic. It requires lots of preparation and
research.
The agents are trying to change the perception that society has of bounty hunters.
“They think of [bounty hunters] as scummy, mullet-wearing hillbillies, and it’s not
what we are,” Jim said.
Laura agreed and added that bounty hunters also need people skills because not
every hunt has to be violent.
* At the agents’ request, we did not reveal their names.
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Q&A:

CLARK CADZOW
One More Cup of Coffee
COMPILED BY SYDNI

DUNN

1. How did you become involv
ed

with
the North Gate Merchan
ts Association?

The North Gate Mercha
nts Association formed ab
out eight years
ago to try to help make im
provements in the neigh
borhood. I got
involved at that time to co
ntribute in any way that
I could and to
help this unique, historic
neighborhood.

Photo by Melanie Cascio

2. What is your favorite aspect

What makes it unique?

of the traditional North

Gate area?

I love the proximity to the
LSU students, faculty an
d staff; the historic, colle
international student infl
ge town atmosphere; the
uence; the artistic learning
diversity of ideas; the
of
many of its residents; an
one-of-a-kind businesses.
d the large number of loc
al independent,

3. If you could make a feast fr
om

would you include?

the North Gate restau

rants, what foods

I would rent out the Va
rsity and invite all of the
neighborhood’s residents
We would have Inga’s Be
and regular customers
st and Inga’s steak sandw
to share in the feast.
iches, veggie omlets, ha
the eggplant dishes and
shbrowns, and biscuits
Kung Pao Chicken from
from Louie’s Cafe,
CC
K, burgers and crawfish
smoking chicken pizzas
etouffe from the Chimes,
from Reginelli’s, chips
an
El Fresco and
d salsa and fish tacos fro
fingers from Cane’s and
m Serrano’s, sushi from
wings from Buffalo Wild
Ko
i, trays of chicken
Wings. Cheesecake and
one had room for it.
coffee would be availab
le for dessert, if any-

4. Do you think the plaza, whi
ch

is filled with a number
of franchises, has
ere of the North Gate?

dampened the atmosph

We have to hope that the
College Row developme
nt only improves the are
looking for and will go
a by bringing it business
out of their way to supp
es that people are
ort
.
It helps the North Gate
around town when we all
area compete with other
work together.
shipping districts

5. Why would you encourage
st

the area?

udents to support the lo

cal businesses in

I believe people should su
pport well-run, local, ind
ependent businesses wh
and cities to be unique.
enever possible because
People tend to not want
they help neighborhoods
to
live in or visit cities that
time and money at local
are just like every other
businesses, they disappe
city. If you do not spend
ar, and you are left with
country. I think the North
the businesses that are for
Gates is one of the most
me
d in every city in the
interesting and authentic
the LSU and Baton Roug
areas in town, and it helps
e communities.
make life better for
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twenty – five
BY MATTHEW JACOBS

Try these 25 things before you reach a quarter of a century.
You ask my recommendation to college students
regarding what to do before they are 25. I would tell
them to go away. Literally. Get out of here. Travel
to another country, any country, and experience the
diverse ways other people live. I would tell them to
immerse themselves into new cultures and traditions
and become more in doing so. View the world from
different lenses and they will see the world anew.
Their lives will be changed forever.

Run a marathon. It is a neat, quantifiable
accomplishment.
— Eric Norman
Associate Dean of Students &
Director of Student Advocacy and Accountability

— Christian Molidor
ean, School of Social Work

My wife and I just got back from a nineday trip to Hong Kong. It was fantastic!
Everyone should take a trip to an exotic
location with someone you love!
In 1966, when I was 19 and a
sophomore in college, a good
friend and I did the “grand
tour” of Europe in a rented
Citroen Deux Chevaux: London,
Paris, Pamplona (I slept through
the running of the bulls),
Monte Carlo, Florence, Rome,
Athens, Mykonos, Thessalonica,
Belgrade, Vienna, Munich, and
back to Paris. ... We were far
away, seeing the wonders of
Europe for the first time, living
on $5 a day, and truly on our
own. The trip took about six
weeks. I still remember almost
every detail.

— Roy M. King
Associate Director of Bands

— Jack Weiss
chancellor, Paul M. Hebert Law Center

— Susan Hamilton
Recycling Director, East Baton Rouge Parish

Swim with whale sharks!
— D-D Breaux
Gymnastics coach

I’m glad I lived in Mexico
before I was 25.

Without a doubt, sky diving.
— Dave Anderson
accounting instructor

I moved to Colorado and
worked at a ski resort for a
winter.

Start a business.
— Danny Wilson
owner, Frankie’s Dawg House
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— Jared Loftus
owner, Tiger District/ Taco de Paco/
Ninja Snowballs

Go abroad! Take a summer, semester or entire year and travel in a foreign
land, either with an academic program or on your own. Remember: When
you graduate you’ll soon be tied into a job, then you’ll get married, then
you’ll have a mortgage, then you’ll have children, then you’ll have kids’
tuition, then you’ll be too old to travel except with other sixty-year-olds.
It all happens faster than you think. If you say you can’t afford to do it
now, I say that you in fact can’t afford NOT to do it now.
— Bill Demastes
Alumni Professor of English

Adopt a cat or dog from an
animal shelter. Pets are good
for your soul.
— Catherine M. Hopkins
Director, LSU Women’s Center

My recommendation
would be for any and
every LSU student to travel
to the top of the Louisiana
State Capitol and [get] the
360-degree view of the
city of Baton Rouge.

That’s an easy one. I’m glad I got my heart
broken before I was 25! Definitely try to do this
before you graduate! It’s much more difficult to
deal with once you’re in the real world.
— David Young
physics professor

— Whitney Breaux
Director of PR and social media, Wright Feigley;
LSU graduate

While I was at LSU, I tried to take advantage of the rich cultural opportunities available
on campus by attending nearly every musical performance, theater production,
poetry reading, ballet performance, art show and guest lecture. I also loved reading
William Faulkner, Walker Percy and Ernest Becker, playing lots of ultimate frisbee and
developing a taste for good coffee.
— Clarke Cadzow
owner, Highland Coffees

At the age of 24, I had just finished my second graduate degree and
had gained advance acceptance into the Ph.D. program at Brandeis
University. During the eleven-month lag, I found a cheap student fare
to Israel … and enrolled in a Hebrew language Ulpan to learn modern
conversational Hebrew. On weekends, I managed to visit virtually
every interesting site in Israel and even popped over to Jordan, Egypt
and Greece. I arrived with $200 in my pocket, earned a few shekels as a
translator once in a while, and flew home with a lifetime of memories
and about $20. I would not take anything for the thrill of being young,
optimistic and energetic and needing to figure out various ways to
survive on very little cash.
— Charles David Isbell
Hebrew and Jewish Studies Professor

I went on the LSU in Spain
program once as a student
and once as an instructor, and
it was the most incredible
trip I’ve taken. The culture
is wonderful, the people are
wonderful and the food is
incredible.

— William Roy
manager, Circa 1857
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Spend six months traveling
across the United States, seeing
everything from the Golden Gate
Bridge to the Statue of Liberty.
Climbing up inside the Statue
of Liberty and looking out the
windows in her crown was a thrill.

One thing I did do later in life
was go to Pearl Harbor in Hawaii.
I am a very stoic person, rarely
showing strong emotion. But I
was so moved reading the names
of the men who died on that
boat and even more moved by
the men who died years later and
asked to be interrned with their
shipmates. It was a moment that
gave me insight into something
I have never experienced in life
and may never experience. It
made me yearn for something
that even today I can not
understand or explain. Maybe
if I had been younger and not
so set in my ways it would have
changed me in a way that would
have changed others as well.

Write at least 100 thankyou notes before you
turn 25. When you get a
handwritten note, it means
so much more than an
e-mail or anything else.
— Craig Freeman
associate professor, mass communication/
District 6 School Board member

— Nancy Clark
dean, Honors College

Be teachable, not entitled. Make it a priority to place yourself under
the wisdom and influence of those older and wiser than you who will
counsel you, call you out and draw out all the potential within you.
In many ways the sky is the limit for our generation. We are more
resourced and educated than any other before us. But I think those
individuals who will truly leave their mark on this world are those who
learn how to lead and how to follow.

— Marsha Rish
owner, Honeymoon Bungalow

— Natalie Laborde
Tigers Against Trafficking co-founder / LSU graduate

WANT MORE?
www.

lsulegacymag .com
Visit LEGACY all year.
See additional photos
and old favorites.
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Try to see as much live music
as possible. Many of my most
memorable experiences are
music related.
— Jane Cannon
manager, Storyville on Bluebonnet
Boulevard

If I had to offer a recommendation, it would only be directed to people like
myself who are told you must buckle down and pick and choose something
specific. Don’t. Be random. But don’t confuse a carnivorous desire for
experience with being afraid to choose. You have to remain sharp, and
you have to be agile enough to look ahead and see how to back bend
from point A to point B. You can’t abandon dedication, but you can defy
that little piece of paper that says you’ve mastered one specific thing by
committing to the multitude of experience.
-— Erin Rolfs
marketing manager, LSU Press; LSU graduate

Take the leisure class The Taste of
Wine. It meets at the Chimes for
a couple hours every week for six
or seven weeks, and it’s a really
fun class.

— Julee Blanchard
coordinator, Leisure Classes

The thing that I am glad I did before
I was 25 is to have participated in
the LSU in Italy program. I actually
swam in the Blue Grotto in Capri
and rode a Vespa around the
Tuscan countryside. I learned art
history … in the actual homeland of
Michelangelo and Leonardo da Vinci.
If any students are fortunate enough
to have the opportunity to study
abroad, do it! They will undoubtedly
have a fantastic adventure they
won't soon forget.

I would recommend experiencing
traditional Louisiana Mardi Gras
in Mamou and Eunice. It gives you
interesting perspective, especially
if you’ve been to others.
— Ken Bueche
associate director of operations, LSU Student
Union

— Kathy Scherer
deputy director, Arts Council of Greater Baton Rouge
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Photo Essay:

Drove My Chevy to the Levee
A scenic drive down River Road

Photography by Tabitha Austin

The journey along River Road starts in downtown Baton Rouge.

Take the higher road with a short climb up the levee.

24 LEGACY • Spring 2011

This silo stands as one of many agricultural
monuments that line the road.

But there’s much more ground to cover on River Road.
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On My

Own

There’s a cliché picture of the first day of college: a young son or daughter
driving off to face the future, supported by a mom and dad waving in the
rear-view mirror. But sometimes the cliché doesn’t fit.

BY CHELSEA BRASTED

Justin Reed was staying with his grandmother when he was 8

Justin Reed seated in Foster Studio (above and top right).
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years old. He remembers watching his Aunt Elaine park her car from
the window, and walk into the house. The look on her face said everything he needed to know.
“I asked, ‘Is she gone?’” Reed recalls. “My aunt just said, ‘Yeah’ … I
was young, but I knew. It’s hard not to understand the concept that
your mother is passing away.”
Reed lost his mother, Cyndi, to breast cancer, which had spread to
her lymph nodes, liver and spine. An extremely close family helped
prepare Reed and his sister, Tana, for what would happen next: life as
wards of the state. Only four years prior, the Reed siblings had already
lost their father, Tommy, to epilepsy.
“I don’t remember too much because I was so young. After he passed
away, Dad was still an important figure in the house,” said Reed. “It’s
just little things like when we moved when I was 3 years old … I remember him getting home from work, taking off his shirt, reclining on
the couch. Me and my sister saying, ‘Dad’s home!’”
After his mother’s death, both Reed and his sister moved in with an
aunt and uncle, where they stayed until each finished high school in
Jennings.
Reed became fully independent once he turned 18. Reed says
although his mother dated some after his father’s death, she maintained
her independence and single-parenthood came relatively easily. This
strong-minded, independent woman — head of the household for
much of the time he knew her — helped Reed understand the strength
it took to handle life alone.
“[My mother] was a practical-minded, cherish-what-you-have kind
of person, so when it was her time to go, I still had to look at all of the
things I still had,” said Reed. “I still had a nice house, my sister, clothes,
food, an extended family. Sure, my mom and dad passed away, but I
learned to be OK with it, because they were on to something better,
and they were happier. It still allowed me to be happy in their absence.”

Photography by Colin Roberson

It was also Reed’s religious faith that helped him understand what
happened.
“You can’t go through something like that without it teaching you that
there are bigger and better things to everything that happens,” said Reed.
“I wouldn’t have gone to the school system that I did, which was better. I
was in a really good art program there, which helped me build foundations for this part of my life … Everything happens for a reason.”
This optimism has served Reed well, and Erin Graves, Reed’s adviser in
the College of Art and Design, emphasizes the strength it’s given Reed.
“Justin is one of the happiest people I know,” Graves wrote in an
e-mail. “He always has a smile on his face, even when things aren’t
going so great for him. He’s overcome many obstacles and he is a true
example of someone with determination who never gives up, even
when odds are stacked against him.”

“I’m a 20-year-old in college with
a three-bedroom house, a car, and
I’m doing it on my own.”
Now Reed is a studio art junior at the University where he is following his passion to create art, a choice Reed says is probably easier
because of his independence.
“I know people who have a passion for art or theater, and their parents tell them they can’t. But I’m going to do what I want to do with
my life,” Reed said.
To support himself, Reed works as a server at Serrano’s Salsa Company in the North Gate area, where he works about 25 to 30 hours a
week. He’s also a full time student and actively involved on campus as
an LSU Ambassador.
“If you want to have any kind of social life, that’s got to be on the
side,” Reed laughed.
Despite the long hours, Reed is proud of the independent life he leads.
“I’ve always been raised to appreciate what you have. We were not
a well-to-do family. We were lower middle class; we lived in a trailer
most of our lives,” Reed remembers. “I’m a 20-year-old in college with
a three-bedroom house, a car, and I’m doing it on my own.”

Cornetta Mosley wants to beat the odds and change the
world. And she’s well on her way.
Mosley grew up in north Dallas with her mom, Debra, and her sister,
Naphalie. Debra is a hairstylist, and as the economy fluctuated, so did
the family’s income.
“[Haircuts are] a luxury, and sometimes people don’t have money
for luxury,” Mosley explains. “We moved around a lot. It was always
within the same neighborhood, basically just moving streets to different apartments.”
The family of three stayed in one place — a red brick three-bedroom
house with an atrium in the middle — for a period of five years, but
eventually had to leave because of problems with Debra’s mortgage,
according to Mosley.
Mosley’s father was rarely around, something Mosley considers a
kind of blessing in disguise.
“He’s always been in and out of jail,” Mosley says of her father, who
she says is also a drug addict. “When someone has a drug addiction,
they’re not consistent. I used to be really close to him, and he’d come
and be nice to me and then go off to jail.”
Seeing families with both parents was considered out of the ordinary
for Mosley as she was growing up.
“I didn’t know [having a single parent] was abnormal,” laughs Mosley.
“A lot of people don’t have fathers. If I saw someone with both parents,
I was like, ‘Woah! You have two parents?’”
Mosley remembers receiving letters from her father as a young girl, letters which Mosley now sees as his attempts to take advantage of the family.
“He would write me letters and ask for money ... As a kid, I didn’t
really notice, but now that I’m older I felt that he was using me in a
sense. I sometimes don’t want to feel resentful, but I’m trying to protect myself. I don’t want to be too vulnerable because he can walk out
at any moment,” Mosley said.
Mosley, a communications disorders senior, is a full time student,
works 20 hours a week as a Tiger Talker at the University and holds
an internship with assistant professor Brittan Barker. Because of her
mother’s financial situation, Mosley pays for out-of-state school tuition
independently.
“[The University] sent me stuff in the mail. I looked at a couple of
schools, but [LSU’s] tuition was really good for out of state, and it
costs the same for in-state in Texas,” Mosley explained.
Mosley is also a scholar in the Ronald McNair Program, which is “designed to encourage low-income students and minority undergraduates
to consider careers in college teaching as well as prepare for graduate
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“I’m aiming for something
and I can get it. Some
people are so wrapped
up in what they have that
they’re not driven to see
what they can get. That
hunger drives me.”

school and doctoral study,” according to the University’s McNair Program website.
“While many students on campus spend their ‘leisure time’
socializing and enjoying the camaraderie of the LSU community, Cornetta and students like her are working a variety of
jobs to fund their education,” wrote Joseph Givens, assistant
director of the LSU McNair Program, in an e-mail. “These
students prove to me that they are committed to education and
the vision they have for their future. I see a very bright future
for Cornetta.”
Through the McNair Program, Mosley is preparing to take
the GRE this summer, the next step in her endeavor to get her
doctorate in communications disorders.
“I want to do research,” Mosley says excitedly, letting her love
for communications studies bubble forward, tripping over her
own explanations of the research she wants to do.
African-American English is a different type of rhetoric, and
Mosley believes the separation between it and school-taught
English can be bridged.
“The problem with the kids is the teachers don’t understand
them,” Mosley explained. “I want to formulate a way to bridge
that gap. I’m thinking that could do something for the literacy
gap.”
“It is my hope that in graduate school Cornetta will have the
ability to focus her time and energy on scholarly growth instead
of financial concerns — a luxury that many of our students
take for granted,” Givens wrote.
Mosley says the biggest struggle for her since coming to LSU
hasn’t been monetary, but is instead dealing with coming to
terms with her status as “less privileged.”
“In a sense I think it makes me humble. No, it’s not fun riding the bus at night, working all day. ... OK, I might be walking to the bus, but I’m walking. I’m living,” Mosley said.
She also realizes that with hard work, she is more than able to
change her own situation.
“If you’re at a low, you don’t have anywhere to go but up,”
Mosley said. “I’m aiming for something, and I can get it. Some
people are so wrapped up in what they have that they’re not
driven to see what they can get. That hunger drives me.”
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Cornetta Mosley at work in the Tiger Talk Lab.

guitar, drums, electronic music
BY CHELSEA BRASTED & JAKE CLAPP

ecently, Baton Rouge has witnessed a rising tide
of homegrown musical talent.
For years, the capital has been passed over in light
of its cooler, older sister city, New Orleans, which
boasts a wealth of cultural history.
Baton Rouge, however, has started to come into her
own with an emerging and thriving musical identity.
Paired with the Crescent City and the surrounding
areas, the indie music scene in South Louisiana has
found its voice, able to stand toe-to-toe with whatever
is thrown against it.
To celebrate the area’s talent, Legacy and KLSU
present a compilation of 15 local acts everyone
should know and watch.
Below are briefs to 10 profiles — which you can
read in their entirety at lsulegacymag.com. Online,
you will also find profiles of the five remaining artists
we couldn’t fit in these pages, as well as a link to a
free compilation album.
Read. Listen. Enjoy.

COVER STORY

Music is a family affair for Christoph Andersson,
a music industry freshman at Loyola University in
New Orleans.
“My father played guitar, and my grandfather was an
opera conductor,” Andersson explains. “I was less than
a year old, and I would sit on the ground and bang on
my dad’s guitars, so Mom bought me my first guitar
when I was 9 months old.”
Andersson began playing in bands with friends in
middle school but discovered computerized genres of
music in high school.
“I started getting into electronic music in 2006, which
was kind of the main comeback of electronic music
in the mainstream world,” said Andersson. “I kind of
thought I wanted to start incorporating that stuff, and
the other guys [in the band] weren’t really into it, so I
started making my own music.”
Andersson attended the New Orleans Center for the
Creative Arts during high school, a “professional arts
training center,” according to NOCCA’s website. While
there, Andersson specialized in audio production.
“I was already kind of familiar with making music
on computers, so it’s been a forward progression from
there,” Andersson said.
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Zach Bourque — drums
Taylor Matherne — bass

Paul Emden — vocals, guitar, keyboard
Blake Overton — guitar

A band formed as a “secret society” doesn’t sound like it could be prosperous, but that’s what Monsters Will succeeded in doing. Zach Bourque, Paul
Emden, Taylor Matherne and Blake Overton had their first show Feb. 5, after
spending about eight months as an underground venture.
“I don’t really like to make a big deal about a musical endeavor until it’s
really ready to go,” Emden said. “I love to be more prepared.”
Emden, Matherne and Bourque were originally in another Baton Rouge
band, Imbroglio, but “it just didn’t work out musically … [things] took a
turn for the worse and we broke up,” according to Emden.
The guys stayed friends, and eventually combined to form Monsters Will as a temporarily
covert affair. The band would secretly practice at Emden’s house while trying to keep the
band’s existence under wraps until they were ready to perform.

Jermaine Butler — drums
Chris Lott — guitar		
Jessica Ramsey — vocals

Photo Courtesy of Twin Killers

Norbert Redmond IV — guitar, keyboard and vocals
Casey Boman — vocals, guitar and keyboard		

Photo Courtesy of Monsters Will

Jeffrey Livingston — bass
Andrew Martin — guitar

Sitting down to talk with Jermaine Butler, Jessica Ramsey and Andrew Martin of
Twin Killers is a lot like sitting with a group of your quirky distant cousins. You may
not know much about them, but you’re guaranteed to have a great conversation in
which everyone interrupts each other constantly, strays too far off topic and laughs.
Laughs hard and laughs often.
Twin Killers, a Baton Rouge based band the trio described as “experimental
progressive” and “psychedelic pop,” formed officially about nine months ago but
has already released a four-song EP and toured twice.
Twin Killers was based on a pairing between Butler and Martin and continues to
play music the two write together, with “Jessica narrating,” according to Martin.
One of the more difficult parts of forming the band was finding a singer who fit
the part Butler and Martin were looking for.
“Jermaine and I had this vision to make the most intense version of ourselves in
music,” Martin said, laughing. “And that’s what we did.”
“And then Jessica descended from the heavens,” Butler added.

Stephen Tanguis — bass and vocals
Brady McNitt — drums and guitar

When Borderline Cuckoo held its final show at Here Today Gone Tomorrow Thrift Store, the current
members of He Bleeds Fireman bonded over the purchase of an extravagantly unconventional instrument.
“Borderline had our last show … and we bought an organ,” Norbert Redmond IV laughs.
“Yeah, this girl convinced me to buy this $100 organ,” mourns Casey Boman, shaking his head and staring
at the table in front of him at Highland Coffees.
Though He Bleeds Fireman never incorporated the organ in its music, this group of friends was never the
same. Despite having played together before, He Bleeds Fireman officially united in the summer of 2009.
Now, the foursome is working on releasing a second EP.
“It’s being recorded at Phantom Party records. … We’re really excited for this one because [for] the first EP,
we wrote music that we loved, but we were a baby band. Brand new. The songs were all over the place,” Brady
McNitt explains.
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Royal Teeth
Gary Larsen — vocals and guitar
Joshua Wells — bass			
Stevie Billeaud — guitar and keys

Nora Patterson — vocals
Josh Hefner — drums
Andrew Poe — keys and samples

When the six members of Royal Teeth take the stage, one might get the impression of
an average indie rock group, but halfway through the first song, it’s easy to find something
deeper and much more interesting in the group’s electro-pop sound.
The band has already made an impact in 2011 with their live EP released in February.
With a blend of creative indie pop and light hearted electronic vitality, aided by the
interplay of singers Nora Patterson and Gary Larsen’s dynamic voices, Royal Teeth bites
into the listener and refuse to let go.
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Chris Rehm — guitar and vocals

Photo Courtesy of Caddywhompus

Sean Hart — drums

One winter in Meyerland, Texas, Sean Hart and Chris Rehm were helping string Christmas lights at
a friend’s grandparents’ house. When they finished, the grandmother came outside to inspect the work
of the high schoolers.
“Well, that looks all caddywhompus,” she exclaimed. And thus Caddywhompus, a musically dynamic
twosome based in New Orleans, was christened years prior to its inception.
“I know there are times we’re overlooked because of the name, but then others are like, ‘That’s my
favorite word ever,’” Rehm laughed.
The pair, who met when Hart became best friends with Rehm’s brother, have been playing together
for years.
“We played in this band in high school … Then [Hart] came to school here [at Loyola University], and
told me about the music industry program … We started the band my freshman year, his sophomore
year,” Rehm said.
The original concept for Caddywhompus was to be an “electronic noise band,” but Rehm says, “I
never bought any electronics, so I had a guitar and amps and he had the drums, and the rest is history.”
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One night, Alessi Ngemi was standing at a bar when a man walked up to him and
began talking.
“Hey, you’re the guy who did that ‘Star War’ rap,” the man said to Ngemi. “Here, let
me buy you a drink.”
The guy then slapped Ngemi’s hand and walked away, leaving a $100 bill in the
26-year-old’s palm.
“Yeah, the guy was pretty drunk,” Ngemi later recounted. “But what was even cooler
than that $100 bill was that he recognized me and liked my song. That’s what stuck
with me.”
For the Baton Rouge native — better known by his stage name Shoelace — these
experiences are better than making money or becoming a superstar, Ngemi said.
Ngemi is a storyteller and for him, hip-hop seemed a natural route, he said.
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Jason Ourso — guitar and vocals
Michael Roy — drums
Cohen Hartman — bass
To fully appreciate The Have-Nauts brand of up-beat “aggressive Motown,”
one would have to go back to the end of the story for another Baton Rouge
band: The Mysterious Stranger.
In July 2010, the group released their album “Rebel”— which went on to
make 225 Magazine’s Five Most Intriguing CDs of 2010 list — and seemed to
be having a good run, but through a mix of changing priorities and desires to do
other things, The Mysterious Stranger fell apart soon after.
But, like any good story, from dissolution comes renewals.
Jason Ourso, vocalist and guitarist for The Mysterious Stranger, seized the
opportunity to try something new — a style he couldn’t fit into The Mysterious
Strangers’ normally somber indie-folk repertoire.
In November 2010, Ourso teamed up with former band mate Michael
Roy — this time pounding drums and cymbals instead of keyboards — and
longtime friend and bassist Cohen Hartman to form The Have-Nauts.

Andy Callaway — piano and vocals
Dan Callaway — bass and french horn
William Callaway — guitar
Sebastian Jungschaffer — percussion
Zuly Inirio — vocals and glockenspiel
Chip Zoller — oboe and wood blocks
Jonathon Alcon — drums

As the members of England in 1819 set up for their
weekly practice, it’s easy to forget they are members of a
local indie rock band.
Maybe it’s the practice space — Catholic High School’s
band hall — or the fact that most of the eight members are
trained musicians, but observing England in 1819 practice
is akin to watching an orchestra assemble into a circle and
push out grandiose, post-rock anthems.
The creative child of brothers Andy, on piano, and bassist
Dan Callaway and their guitarist father William, England in
1819 blends together pop sensibility and classical arrangement
for a wall-of-sound effect that brings to mind the swelling
atmosphere of Icelanders Sigur Ros and the driven momentum
of turn of the century Radiohead.

Matt Sigur — guitar and vocals
Zach Bourque — drums		

Will Burdette — guitar
Jonathan Loubiere — bass

Matt Sigur said the best piece of advice about his music he ever received came from his
brother: “Keep it simple.”
“That always stuck with me,” Sigur said. “So every time I record something new, I try
to think how can I make this simple while still being complex and interesting.”
Sigur, who graduated with a degree in journalism from LSU in May 2010, started his
band, The Widowers, when he finished at the University. It was just another step in a
long musical history.
Sigur said he grew up playing music and over time picked up the guitar, piano and
drums. He began recording his songs in 2006 as a way to keep track of his thoughts,
providing all of the instrumentation, vocals and production himself.
“I’ve always been reticent to get a band together,” Sigur said. “I would jam with people,
and they would be enthusiastic at first, but it wouldn’t continue. It was just easier to do
it myself.”
Sigur continued to write and produce his own music solo until he met Will Burdette
in 2009. The guitarist offered to help Sigur refine his early demos and lend a helping
hand in live shows.
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Two Girls for
Every Boy

BY KATIE MACDONALD

T

wenty-one-year-old Hillary’s* relationship with her high school
sweetheart started off the same as many teen romances. She
dated the same guy for three years, and they split when they left for
their respective colleges. But when she came to the University, she
knew she wanted something different. Hillary said she was not happy
in an exclusive relationship, and thus a system emerged.
Now Hillary has a new boyfriend, but she also goes on dates as if she
were single.
Hillary is in an open relationship, and she’s not the only one to try it
at LSU. Students who try an open relationship might concur that it is
an agreement between two individuals to date one another while simultaneously keeping the door opento dating other people. But beyond its
most basic definition, the open relationship’s meaning becomes elusive
and personal.
“I’ve never lied to any of them,” Hillary said. “At the end of each date,
instead of making a make-or-break-decision, she tells him, “I like you,
but I still want to date other people.”
While each individual’s reaction is slightly different, Hillary said that
the majority are excited.
“They see a hot girl and like how she’s not interested in a committed
relationship,” she said with a shrug of her shoulders.
After four to five open relationships, Hillary said jealousy has played
a role in ending most of them.
“It usually works for a month, but it ends when they realize I’m dating more than they are,” she said, laughing.
Hillary described one boyfriend who found the names of her other
“boy toys” through her Facebook and e-mail.
“He let [the guys] know that [they] were competing for me. It was a
‘game on’ kind of deal,” she said with a grimace.
“It wasn’t cool.”
Hillary said that guys try to “tame” her in
hopes of making her monogamous, but she
does not want to be changed.
While most of her relationships are shot,
the length of each relationship depends on
the guy, she explained. “It depends on how
understanding they are of my lifestyle.”
From ballroom dancing to weekly
club meetings, Hillary’s relationships begin in the typical way.
Consequently, her boyfriends
are as varied as the venues where
she meets them.

Hillary has dated people of different races, majors and socioeconomic backgrounds. Their common denominator, she said, is that
“their personalities struck my interest.”
Yet, Hillary does not define herself by her boyfriends.
Instead, she relies on four close friends as touchstones on issues that
are important to her. She described them like family members. “They
are my relationship,” she said.
Meanwhile, Annie*, a 19-year-old freshman, has a very different
interpretation of an open relationship.
Annie and her current boyfriend tried an open relationship during the fall semester because of the distance between their colleges in
Baton Rouge to New Orleans.
Hillary’s relationships are based on emotional companionship. No
sex is allowed outside her main relationship; kissing is as far as it goes.
Yet for Annie, it was the emotional connections that were banned. She
said she did not mind sex, as long as it was noncommittal—and as
long as they did not talk about it.
She was not looking for a new relationship at the time, Annie said,
but wanted to experiment in college.
But just because Annie was in an open relationship did not mean
she was open about it. She does not talk about her open relationship
because she is unsure of how others will react, she said.
Hillary seemed to agree with Annie’s fear. She said there are
misconceptions and negative reactions when she discusses her open
relationships.
“Many people just assume I’m sleeping with all the guys I go out
with, when most don’t get more than a goodnight kiss,” Hillary fumed.
She added that many labeled her as “the guy” in
her relationships because she tends to be
more dominant in defining the scope of
the relationship and when it is over.
Hillary’s justification for her open
relationship is that she is more evolved.
Unlike her friends who she sees as jumping into relationships only to break up soon
after, Hillary’s one-month flings are under her
control.
Exclusive relationships are like
a roller coaster with extreme
emotional highs and lows, Hillary explained. Open relationships are almost always easier
because they’re not as deep.

“Many people just assume I’m
sleeping with all the guys I go out
with, when most don’t get more than
a goodnight kiss.”
Photo illustration by Melanie Cascio
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She likened them to reading popular romance novels, “light and funny, and not going to give that
heart wrenching feeling of love.”
However, Hillary does not see an end to her open relationship system.
“I would love to be in a [monogamous] relationship, but I don’t want to settle,” she said with assertion. In fact, she said she uses the lessons and learned from past mistakes to perfect her system.
“I can see myself doing this for a while. And if not, when I get older I might just get a few cats.”
She chuckled to herself, “Who doesn’t like cats?”
Meanwhile, mass communication freshman Nick Lutz, 19, has a different view on open relationships after he and his ex-girlfriend ended their own open relationship in January.
Much like Annie’s open relationship, the distance from Baton Rouge to New Orleans was one
reason for Lutz’s open relationship. The other was pressure from his ex-girlfriend's father.
“Her seeing me meant risking everything that made her happy,” Lutz said with obvious resentment.
So when she suggested that the two try an open relationship in order to fool her father, Lutz said
he was willing to do anything to stay with her.
“I didn’t have much of a choice. I either [began an open relationship] or lost her,” Lutz said quietly.
While the couple did specify whom they could not have sex with, they left the majority of the
boundaries open.

“They see a hot girl and like how she’s not
interested in a committed relationship.”
“With an open relationship, you don’t discuss who you were with with the other person. If [the
other person] keeps coming back, then you know you’re doing something right,” he explained.
Lutz said despite having sex with other girls, he always wanted to be with his girlfriend in the end.
He also described how he went to New Orleans every time he got a chance, even if he had to skip
class.
But over time the relationship began to change.
“She was more distracted than I was,” Lutz said sadly. He went on to explain how she began to lie
to him and break promises they had made before college.
Lutz’s breaking point was when his girlfriend introduced him as “a friend.”
“I had to end it,” Lutz said as he looked away. “I’m very bitter about it. It was neither of our faults.”
However, not all open relationships end in pieces. Annie said that she and her boyfriend resumed
their exclusive relationship. After discussing their options, the two came to the realization that they
were not meant to be in an open relationship.
“It was my decision in the end, and other people didn’t really interest me anymore,” she said as she
sipped her coffee in her dorm’s kitchen. “However, [the open relationship] helped me to decide that
he was what I wanted.”
Even though Annie has returned to the same relationship as before, she does not regret her open
relationship experience.
“I don’t want to be cheesy, but I think [my boyfriend] is ‘the one.’ My open relationship helped my figure that out.”
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*At their request, we did not reveal Hillary and Annie’s identities.
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